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the people, while the Chamber seems0to be closely in
touch with them. But it would surely be going a
step beyond this were the people in Belgium to
have the right of personally intervening in legislative
decisions.

If the parliamentary majority has no fear of a dis-
solution, it will show its teeth and resist the Cabinet,
and make the latter's existence an impossibility.
But in a country where the parties are a periodical
check on each other, the majority will generally be
in doubt as to the results of a dissolution. In this
case it will draw in its horns, and the Ministry will
remain in power, in spite of the opposition aroused.
This will, in fact, be personal government supported
by a latent and extra parliamentary force, the force
being a popular one, and only manifesting itself at
indeterminate intervals, and on questions which have
been cleverly chosen.

When the Cabinet shall make the bold experiment
of submitting even the budgets to the people, then
the Parliament will cease to be a necessary part of
our political organisation; the Ministers and those
who support them will be "the sovereigns of the
plebiscite."

Parties.

In Switzerland there are numerous dismembered
and divided groups, there are passing coalitions and
a considerable floating mass of unattached members.

In Belgium, on the contrary, the parties form two
armies; they have ancient traditions, and an organisa-
tion extending throughout the country. They corre-
spond to the tendencies which manifest themselves